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CThe nent of the 


Gorboduc king of Bꝛittaine, diuided his realme 
in his life time to his ſonnes, Ferrex and Porrex. 
The ſonnes fell to diſcention. The ponger killed the 
elder, The mother that moꝛe dearely loued the el, 
der, foꝛ reuenge killed the yonger , The people mo⸗ 
ued with the crueltie of the fact, roſe in rebellion and 
flew both father and mother. The nobilitie aſſem- 
bled and moſt terribly deſtroyed the rebels. And af- 
terwardes foꝛ want of iſſue of the pꝛince whereby 
the ſucceſſion of the crowne became vncertaine, they 
fell to ciuill warre, in which both they and many of 
of their iſſues were llaine, and the land fo2 a long 
time almoſt deſolate and miſerably waſted. 


The P. tv the Reader. 


Here this 1 was foz furnitur 
of the grand iſtmaſle in the 

firſt written about nine peares agoe 
honourable Thomas now | 
and by T. Nozton, and aftex befoze her 
Maieſtie, and neuer intended by the authors therof to be publt= 
ſhed: pct one w. G. getting a copie therof at ſome 
hand that lacked a litie money and much diſcretion, in the laſt 
great plagc. an. 1565. about v.peares paſt,while the ſatd Loꝛd 
was out of Engiand, and T. Nozton farre of London, 
awd neither of t! em both made pzmie , put it excedinglp 
toꝛrupted: euen as if by meancs of a bzoker foꝛ hire, he ſhould 
haue entiſed into his houſe a faire maide and done her villame, 
und after all to beſcratched her face, toꝛne her apparcll, berapcd 
and diſfigured her, and then thzuſt her out of dozes diſhoneſted. 
In ſuch plight after long wandꝛing ſhe came at length home to 
the taht of her frendes who ſcant knew her but by a few to⸗ 
kens and markes remapning . They, the authozs J meane, 
though they were very much diſpicaſcd that ſhe ſo ranne abꝛoad 
without leaue, Whereby the caught her ſhame, as many wan⸗ 
tons do, yet ſeing the caſe as it is remedileſſe, haue fo: common 
honeſtie and ſhamefaſtneſſe new apparelled, trunmed, and atti⸗ 
red her in ſuch fozine as ſhe was befoze. In which better fozme 
ſince ſhe kath come to me, J haue harboꝛed her foꝛ her frendes 
ſake and her owne. and J do not dout her parentes the authoꝛs 
will not now de diſcontent that ſhe got abꝛoad among you good 
readers, ſo it be in honeſt companie . Foz ſhe is by my encou⸗ 
rageinent and others ſomewhat leſſe aſhamed of the diſhoneſtie 
done to her becauſe it was by fraude and force . If ſhe be wel⸗ 
come among pou and gently enterteined, in kauoꝛ of the houſe 
from whenſle ſhe is delcended, and of her own nature court; 
ouſly diſpoſed to offend no man, her frendes will thanke you 
foz it. Pf not, but that ſhe ſhall be (hill repꝛoched with her t0z= 
mer miſſehap, 02 quarclled at by cnuious perſons, ſhe pooze 
gentlewoma wil ſurely play Lucreces part,+ of her ſc!f dic for 
ſhamc, and J ſhall wiſhe that ſhe had taried ſtill at home with 
me, where ſhe was welcome: foꝛ ſhe did neuer put me to mo2e 
charge, but this one pooꝛe blacke gowne lined with white that 
J haue now geuen her to goe abꝛoad among you withall. 


A.y. The 


FT he names of the fpeakers. 


Gorboduc, King of great Bꝛittaine. 
Videna, Mueene and wifc to king Gorboduc. 
Ferrex, eder ſonne to king Gorboduc. 
Porrex, ponger ſonne to king Gorboduc, 
Cloyton, Duke of Coꝛnewall. 
Fergus, Duke of Albanye. 
Mandud, Duke of Loegris. 
Gwenard, Duke of Cumberland, 
Eubulus, Secretarie to the king. 
Aroſtus, acounſello2 to the _ 
Dordan, acountſclio aſſigned by the king to his cldeſt 
ſonne Ferrex. 
Philander, a counſelloꝛ aſſigned by the king to his pon⸗ 
gelt ſonne Porrex. 
Both being of the olde 
kinges counſell betoꝛc. 
Hermon, a paraſite remaining with Ferrex. 
Tyndar, a paraſite remaining with Porrex, 
Nuntius, a meſſenger ofthe cider brothers death. 
Nuntius, a er of Duke Fergus riſing in armes. 
Marcella, a lady ofthe Qucenes prune chamber, 
Chorus, foure auncien? and ſage men of Burtaine, 
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CTheo2der of the dommeſhew 
befoꝛe the firſt act, and the ſig- 
ſignification therof, 


C Firſt the Maſicke of Uiolenze began to play,during which 
came in vpon the ſtage ſixe wude men clothed in leaues. 
Of whom the firſt bare in his necke a fagot of ſmall ſtickes, 
which they all both ſcucrally and together aſſayed with all 
their ſtrengthes to bzcake , but it could not be bzoken by 
them . Tt the length one of them plucked out one of the 
ſtickes and brake it: Ind the reſt plucking out all the other 
ſtickes one after an other did eaſely bzeoke them, the ſame 
bemg ſeurred : which being conioyned they had befozc at⸗ 
tempted m vaine. After thep had this done, they departed 
the ſtage , and the Mulicke ceaſed. Yereby Was lignified, 
that a ſtate knit in vmtie doth continus ſtrong agunſt all 
foꝛct. But bing dunded. is caſciy deſtroyed . As befell 
vpon Duke Goꝛboduc dividing his land to his two ſonnes 
winch he befoze heid in Monarchie. And vpon the diſcenti» 
on of rhe bzethzen to whom it was dunded. 


A.ij. eAfus 


u primus. Scena prima. 


Viden. Ferrex. 
Iden. The ſilent night, that bzinges 
the quiet pawſe. 
% From paincfuil trauatles of the 
Þ; wearic day, 
2 Pꝛolonges my carcfull choughtes, 
— and makes me blame 


The ſlowe Aurore, that ſo foꝛ lone oꝛ ſhame 
Doth long delay to ſhewe her bluſhing face, 
And now the dap renewes my gricfull plaint. 
Ferrex. Ay gracious lady and my mother deare, 
on m griefe for your ſo grieued minde, 
o aſke what cauſe tozmenteth ſo pour hart. 


Viden. Oo great a w2ong, and ſo vniuſt deſpite, 
without all cauſe, againſt all courſe of kinde ! 


Ferrex. Such cauſeleſſe wꝛong and ſo vniuſt deſpite, 


Map haue redꝛeſſe, oꝛ at the lcaſt, reuenge. 


viden. Neither, my ſonne : ſuch is the froward will, 
The perion ſuch, ſuch my miſſehappe and thine. 


Ferrex. Mine know J none. but griet᷑ foꝛ pour diſtreſſe. 


Viden. Yes: mine foꝛ thine my ſonne: A father? no: 
In kinde a father, not in kindlineſſc. 


Ferrex. Mp father? why ? J know nothing at all, 
wherein J haue mildone vnto his grace. 


Viden. Therefoꝛe, the mote vnkinde to thee and mee. 
Foz, knowing well (my ſonne) the tender louc 


That 
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That I haue euer bome and beare to thee, 


N 


Dc oa inde content alone, 
To ſpo my my chieteit ioxe 
But thee, of thy birthzight —— K 
Cauſeleſſe. vukmdly, and in wile, 
Againſt ali lawe and right, he will berraue: 
Halfe of his kingdome he will geue away. 


Ferrex. To whom: 


viden. Euen to Porrex his ponger ſonne, 
whoſe growing pude J do ſo ſoꝛe ſuſpect, 
That being raiſcd to equall rule with thee, 

Mce thinkes J ſet his enuious hart to ſwell, 
Filled with dildaine and with ambicious hope, 
The end the Boddes do know, whoſe altars J 
Full oft haue made in vainc, of cattell uaine 

To ſend the ſacred fmoke to heauens thꝛone. 
For thee my ſonne, if thinges do ſo ſuccede, 

As now my ielous minde miſdemeth lore. 


Ferrex. Madame, leaue care æ carefull plaint ſoꝛ me, 


Juſt hath my father bene to eucrp wight: 
Dis firſt vniuſtice he will not extend 
To me J truſt, that geue no cauſe therof: 


y bꝛothers pude (hall hurt him ſeite, not me. 
viden. So graunt the Boddes: But yet thy father ſo 


Bath firmely fired his vumoned minde, 


De will endenour to pꝛocure aſſent 
Ok all his counſcll to his fonde deuiſe. 


Ferrex, Theix anceſtoꝛs from race to race haue bone 


True to my foꝛctathers and their ſeede: 
J truſt they ene will beare the like to me. 
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Viden, 
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The re 


bew 


diuided into two 


The one Ferre x — 4 hate 


8 
Firſt whether pe allo we | 
And thutke it good foz mc, fo: you, 
And foz our countrep, mother of vs all: 
And if pe lypke ut, and allowe it well, 
Then 4 
S ch ſuch meanes of ci "Ya 
As ye thinke meete to be bothknowne and kept. 
Loe, this is all. now tell me pour aduiſe. - 


Pourmaneſtie doth know, - - 


Derr e enn ce and n prater, 
and . 
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ofyourhfull heates, 
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my mynde, 
So woulde — no ee penn 


Philand. In part I thinke as hath bene ſaid befoge, 
In tg s reakne m wane, 
And lctng os the ame tn cgall parts; 
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4 ane D 
| Fo pot and advan 


Ind foz your — — 
EE laſt, 
to them gouernauncc, 
To be aboue — onely in the name 
Of father, not in kinglip ſtate alſo 
I thinke not good foꝛ pou for them, no2 vs. 
This kingdome ſince the ic cull ficlde 
where Morgan ſlaine did yeld his conquered parte 
Unto his coſins ſwoꝛde in Camberland, 
Lonteineth all that whilome did ſuffice 
Thice noble ſonnes of pour foꝛcfather Brute, 
pol your two ſonnes, it maye ſiuffice alſo. 
= the ſtronger, bog bk Nee aimed 
compalle ne doth holde, 

The caſier is the we thereofto weld 
The — = wnongry poo ne 

and pet pnou one. 
Ind whan the region is duuded ſo, 
—— be the loꝛdes of either parte 

— bes ey nature knit 1 denn then boch 

- ſondue 


That not as two, —— on obo — Ince, 
Eche is to as a ſure defence 
The and glory of the one 
Poth yarpe rhe courage ol the mynde, 
c 
e. 
Betwene the bzethzen of one fathers ſeede, 
as an vnkindly wiong it ſecmes to bee, 
To chꝛowe the er ſubiect vnder fecre 
Of hun,wholepecre he is by courſe ofkinde, 
And nature that did — egaineſle, 1 
. 


Otte lo repineth at ſo greata wzong, 


Nd griete, 
fir 7 * ſlate: 
And famous ſtockes ofropall : 
The b2other,that ſhoulde be the bothers aide, 
And haue a wakcfull care fox his defence, 
Gapes fox his death, and blames the lyngering pertt 
=o 2 not — —— — faſter courſe; 

nd oft unpacient nge es, 
With hatefull laughter he s the fatcs, 
And heapes a iuſt rewarde foz bzothers bloode, 
with cndleſle v ou his ſtocke foz ape. 
Suche miſchiefes here are wilely mette withall, 
If egall ſtate maye nouriſhe egall loue, 
where none hath cauſe to grudge at others good. 
7 — 22 —— ** 

e kinde, , ne goo 3eares, 
And oft it hath ben ſeene, where natures courſe 
Dath ben peruerted in diſozdercd wile, 
when ccaſe to know that they ſhould rule, 

ſhould obey. 


ie of pour lonnes, 
the Soddes encreale: 


whiche kinde hath vithi | 
That nature hath her ozdze and her courſe, 
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which (being ker) oth coprupe the tare e 


— inthedetorart. "| 
your noble courte 


Lange mayet F do beſecd the oddes, 
But longe may EE; 


It kinde and fates woulde ſuffre,J wo — 
Them aged pꝛinces, and immoꝛtall kinges. 
wherfoze moſt noble kynge J well aſſent, | 
Betwene pour ſonnes that pou diuide pour realme, 
And as in kinde,ſo match them in degree, 
— — the Boddes 1 — — — A 
prolo ur reigne:foz therto lpue pou here, 
den bee n rhe ovoes lo ge ug 
To eyou to you 
— punce and of our common weale. 
2555 po den they ee your childzen ripe to rule, 
will make then roume. and will remone pou hence, 
That pours in right enſuynge of pour life 
Hape rightly honour your — name. 


Eub. Pour wonted true 1 
Makes me (O kinge)the eee ” 


= | Toſpeake what I conceme with 


Although the ſaine do not — 

wird that which other here my loꝛdes haue ſaid, 

1 Not which your ſelf haue ſeemed beſt to lpke. 
ae e tara mane | 
and to LT 
, 


N 


wa 
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great 1 alofte, 
of bg by <> oy FO 
That faith and mſtice and all kindly touc, 
aa era 
an 
To winne the thi wy — — 
Pour grace rei in peres 
The mightie Brute, firſt pince of all this lande, 
—— the ſame and raled 6 it well in one, 
e thinking that the compaſle did ſuffice, 
Foꝛ his thꝛee ſonnes thice kingdoms eke to make, 
Cut it in thꝛec. as you would now in twainc. 
But how much Bꝛittiſh bloud hath (ance bene ſpilt, 
againe the ſondꝛed vnitie: 
—— before their hourt? 
what waſt of townes and people in the lande: 
what trraſons heaped on murders and on ſpoiles: 
gavꝛT— p— — ccaſed. 
remembꝛauucc is pet rawe in minde. 
The Gods foꝛbyd the like to chaunce — 
2 king) geue not the canſe 
Lad Ferrex pour Sc cider ſonne,p 
—— — and cuſtome grues a ri hope 
To Shall een ai fe en 
W 


* power ſtrue. 


ambition and — dildatse 
2 ee 
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o cinill watre, oz to 


he dambe into the 
whoſe ar of ll fe the ea 
Tune and example ot your 
Shall teach 0 and rule, 
when tune hath taught re e dene 
The plate that now is fullt and ſo J 
Long it remame, to comfoxe of vs 


Gorboduc. take your faithful 


rightful 
£O2 not to w the wrdnges done to the odze, 
. — bo ee, 


See det whole ton ä th 
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Aroſtus. vou, noꝛ pour ener ge 
Pur faith and ſeruice while our li (want, 


Chorus. when ſettled — —— holde the IEG 
a ſtedfaſt place, by doubtles right, 
chilelp when vice on one alone 

Wakes ſingle and vnparted reigne to 

0 in pies reli toruyne vp vba, ole eſtate, 
und peldes it thꝛall to rupne 

| — alto h that knit by faſte accozde in one, 

| fozrein power of mi foes, 

CD of it oe de it ſelfe 


- | Piſiopned once, the foꝛmer force doth loſe. 


| — — om = noone 
¶ In faggot bounde attempted were in vaine. 
Oft tender minde that leades the parciall eye 
I Ofcrring parentes in their childꝛens lone. 
yes the wrong loned childe therby. 

This doth the pꝛoude ſonne of Apollo pꝛoue, 

who raſſhelp ſer in chariot of his ſire, 

Inflamed the parched earth with heanens fire. 

And this great king, that doth denide his land, 

Ind — the courſc ot his diſtending crown, 

and peides the reigne into his childtens hande, 

| n bliſtull ſtate of iope and great renowne, 
ronr ſhall become to ÞP2imces all, 

by Tolearneto thunne the cauſe of ſuche a fail. 


C. ij. ( The | 
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* 
C Fir#the-uliche of E 


ometteg — 4 — 
A. . ſtage a —7 
ot and r he had i 
ced hin ſeit in a charre ol p2epared * hun: 4 
and kneied befozc him a graue and aged gentelman and of- 


fred vp a vnto him of wyne in a glaſſe , which the 
the. King refuſed. Ifter hum comms ad aud luſh 


S © . 


= and ought them ſelucs death and deftructm 


Acta, ſecundus. Scena prima. 


Ferrex, Hermon. Dordan, | 


E 


e all the kngpome wid Dy ite . 
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| pflaw and nature ſhould remayne to me. 
| Hermon, If you with ſtubbozne and vntamed pzyde 


Dad R0cd ARE pm te NEE te, 
5 eee 
o flow a his 

pz oughe befoxe your rae the courſe 
Pf fatall death is royall head. 


On ſtained pour — with murder of pour kyn: 
Sine face of reaſon might perhaps hauc ſeemed, 
To pelde ſome itkely cauſe to ſpoyle pc thus. 


Ferrex. The wickeful Bods powꝛe on my curſed head 
Eternall plagues and neuer dying woes, 
The helliſh pzince,adiudge my dampned ghoſt 
To Tancales thirſit.oꝛ pzoude lxions wheele, 
O cruell gripe to gnaw my growing hartc, 
To during touncentes and vnquenched flames, 
ener N concepued ſd foulc a thought, 
To wiſlye his ende of lifc,o2 pet of reigne, 


Dordan. Ne pet pour father O molt noble Pꝛince) 
Did cucr thiuke ſo ſowie a thing of you. 

Fox he, with moꝛe than fathers tendze lone, 
while pet the fates do lende him life to rule, 
(who long might uc to ſce your ruling well) 
To pou my:Lozde, and to his other ſonnc: 

Lo he refignes his reahue and ropaltie: 

which neuer would ſo wile a ꝛince haue done, 
It he had once miſdemed that in your harte 
There cuer lodged ſo vnkinde a thought. 

But tendꝛe loue ( my L oꝛde) and ſeried truſte 

Pf pour good nature, and your noble nunde, 


Made him to place you thus in royal throne, 


And now to you halt his-reahne to guide, 
yea and that halte which m abounding 
C. iij. ot 


Of things that ſerne to make a welthyp realme, 

gu — 7 cities, and in frutetull ſople, 
temperate bzeathing ofthe milder heauen, 

In thinges of nedefull vſe, which frendly lea, 

Tranſpoꝛtes by traffikefrom the foꝛreine partes, 

In flowing wealth, in honour and in foꝛce, 

Doth paſſe the double value of the parte, 

That Þorrex hath allotted to his reigne. | 

Such is pour caſe, ſuch is pour fathers lone. ones. 


Ferrex. Ah lout, ny frendes? loue wꝛongs not who he 


Dordan. Mt pet he wi vou, that geueth you 
Ho large a reigne, ere that the courſe of time | 
Bꝛing pou to kingdome by diſcended right, 

wphich tune perhaps might end pour tune befoze, 


Ferrex. Is this no wꝛong, ſay pou, to rcaue from me 
Oy natine right of halte ſo great a realme: 

And thus to matche his ponger ſonne with me 

In egall power, and in as great degree? 
Yta and what ſonne? the ſonne whole ſwelling pꝛids 
wonlde neuer pelde one poinct of renerence, 

whan I the clder and apparaunt heire 

Stoode in the likelihode to poſſeſſe the whole, 

Yea and that ſonne which from his childiſh age 
Enuicth myne honour and doth hate my life. 

what will he now do, when his pꝛide, his rage, 

The min detull malice ot his grudging harte 

Is armed with foꝛce, with wealth, and kingiy ſtate? 
Hermon. Was this not wꝛong, yea pil aduiſed wzong, 
To giue ſo mad a man ſo ſharpe a ſwoꝛde, 

To ſo great perill of ſo great 1 a 

wide open thus to ſet ſo large a waycz 

Dordan. Alas iy L01d, what griefull thing is this, 
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That of Meng can thinke fo ile 

J neuer i him veeer — | 

whereby a man might lee 02 once miſdeme 

Such hate of you, ne ſuch v ing pꝛide. 

Ill is their counſell, i be their ende, 

That rayſing ſuch miſtruſtfull fcare in pou, 

gowing the ſcede ol ſuch vnkindly hate, 

— aile by treaſon to deſtroy you both. 

wile is pour bzother, and of noble hope, 

woꝛthie to welde a large and mightie realme, 
o much a ſtronger frende haue you therby, 

whoſe ſtrength is pour ſtrength, if you grer in one. 

Hermon. If nature and the Boddes had piuched ſo 

Their lowing bountie, and their noble giftes 

Ofprincche qualities, from pou mp Lo2de, 

And powꝛde —— , iſe 


SBot him 


By 


And while the noble Mueene pour bas, 
Zo — pac all ab alle, un gh 
tempt redꝛeſſe by and wieane 
pon hs it6.cha . 


In pour owne — 
Shew now your courage meete 
That they which haue auowed to be en 
Their landes, their liues and honours in your my 
Map be the — your parte, 
when they do ſer that cowarde feare in you, 
hall not betray ne fatle even faithful hartes. 


Their — fatiour,oz their baretullly 

ca, oꝛ their brut auaunce SE 

„ wiſe men 2 _—_— . Tr pk 

a — unc ir 

. ut they will further cal their reaching eye, 
0 vicwe and 3 frogs and reignes to cams, 

Ne is it ineip, tho . 

Thathe per wall,0z 1 


Extre 1 
Oz he would, on e 
Be muuſter to RT 

And here port be now platt 


| weſhaitveeud frmacsgour val — arb 


5 


But though 


vou will 2 


Aſſemble pct pour fo2 pour defence, 

vpon pour garde. 
Dordan. O heauen was there euer heard oz knowen, 
Ho wicked counſell to a noble pꝛince:? 


And foz pour ſaferie 


Let me (my Loꝛde) d 


ilcloſe vnto grace 
This bainous tale, whatmilchiee it contames. 


your fathers death, pour bzothers and pour owne; 
| your preleir mutderand ecernall hams. 
+ | Heare me (O king) and ſuffer not to linke 
so high a treaſon in pour princely byeft, 


Ferrex. The mightic Boddes fozbid that euer A 


+ | Phould once conceaue ſuch —_— in my hart. 
KA 


Althaugd 


Se ee n dee 
Ox ſhall J tee fathers lite 
That gang me ſe? rhe (Gods fob, Flap. 
So nan ap ping once repeate 
Sera lad tha fare borEar al 
02 at 
That under me th Pons — 4 
Their goods, 2 and libertics, 
with whom, neither one onely bꝛother dcare, 
father dearer, could eniopc their 1 


Me 

— ith; frare 7 
| ad woof pays ers rage 
Somel adui — 


Dr 


J will in ſecrete ſo 

As it his malice oꝛ his aſt to reigns 

1reake forth in armes 02 — 1 

map withſtand his rage and keepe mine owne. 


Dordan. J frare the fatall time now dꝛaweth on, 

when cinũ hate ſhall end the noble line 

Ot famous Brute and of his ropall ſcede. 

Great loue defend the miſchiefes now at hand. 
O that the Hecretaries wile aduiſe 

Had erſt bene heard when he beſought the king 

Mot to diuide his land, no? ſend his ſonnes 

To further partes from zeſence of his court, 

Ne yet to peide to them his gouernaunce. 

Lo ſuch are they now in the ropall thone 

As was raſhe Phaeton in Phebus caxte. 

6 


ness ude spes =£ = rm 


wi 


Nee 


The gt egreene, 
Ffthis is helps ne then woe 1 
The pꝛince, the e en 


Actus ſecundus. Scena fan. 
Porrex. Tyndar. philander- 


Porter. war ted iced? n 


| agunt 
r 
— > ay not frares heme? 
Bare would he haue 2 and he ſhall haue iro. 


Tyndar. I ſaw my ſeſſe the great ſtoꝛe 
— ofarmour. atipofweapon : 


—— r frarcdevironth. - 
without 

Loe ſecrete quarrels nnrabour hc 

To bung the name ofpo — note 


ef wor at Ll the cauſe. 
Ind aſ ke a reaſon of ſd great a wrong, 2 


— ee 
Dunded 4 —— — 

The wiſer ſoꝛt holde downe their 

che man withdzawes from raſke and company 


otthole that haue bene knowne to faudur pou, | 
D.y, | To 


Philand. My loꝛd, pet ere vou moue vnkindly warre, 
Send to your mother to demauud the cauſe. 

Pe ſome traitoꝛous tales hauc filled his cares 
with 1 noble grace: 

which once diſcloſed. ſhall end th rg wing ſtrife, 
D with wile ght in tunc 


hazardc both p and hues, 
SD. 
our kindicd mindes, 


and rid pou at this crare. 


— Nidde me of feare 2 I frare hum not at all: 
Ne will to him, ne to inp father ſend. 
It danger were foz one to tary there, 
Thinke pe it ſafetic to retutne againe? 
In miſchiefes, ſuch as berrex now intendes, 
The wonted courtcaus lawes to meſſengers 
Are not obſeryed, which in iuſt warre they vic. 
Sha - — hazard any 1 N hin, 
my tru to 

haue diſcloſcd his treaſon vnto me? 
— — entreate that feares, N fcare him not, 
Oz ſhall I to the king my father ſend? 
Pea and ſend now, whilc ſuch a mother lines, 
That loues inp bꝛother, and that hateth me: 
Shall I gene met, by inp fonde delaycs, 
To Ferrex to oppꝛeſſe me all vnware? 
I will not, but J will inuade his realine, 
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Might rid iny ſelfe of foes: and winne a - 
yet rather, when I haue the wꝛetches head, 

t Then to the king my father will J ſend. 

The booteleſſe caſe may yet appeaſe his wʒath: 
It not, J will defend me as J may. 


By — adniſe, by awe offathers name, 
By force of wiſer loꝛdes, this kindled hate 
May pet be quentched, cre it conſume vs all. 


Chorus. When not bꝛidled with a guidi 
Is lefrto randon of — delight, 25 W 
And welds whole realmes, by force of ſoueraign ſway, 
5 Great is the daunger of 8 nights Len 


XU 


Leſt Ckilleſſe rage ttnowe downe —— 
Their lands, their ſtates, their liues, 
when growing pride doth fill the ſwelling beſt, 
And gredy luſt doth rayſe the climbing minde, 
Oh hardlie maye the perill be repꝛeſt, ; 
Ne fcare of angric Soddes,nelawes kinde. 
Nc countries care can tiered hartes reſtrayne, 
whan tozce hath armed enuie and dildaine. 
when kinges of foze{ette will ect the rede 
Ot bet aduiſc, and pelde toplcaling tales, 
That do their fanſies noyſome humour feede, 
Ne reaſon, noꝛ regarde of right auailes. 
Succeding heapes of plagucs Mall teach to late, 
To lcarne the miſchieles of milguided ſtate. b 
Fowie fall the traitour Alle, that vndermines 4 
f 


270 


The lone of bꝛethꝛen to deſtroye them both. 

wo to the prince, that pliant eare eucipnes, 

Aud veides his mind to 1 tale, that floweth 
From flattering mouth. And woe to weiched land 
That waſtes it ſelfe with ciuil (wade: in 1 

Loc, thus it is, poyſon in golde to take 

And 1 dzinke in homclp cuppe bwin. 


¶ The oder and ſi miifitation 
of the domme ſhewe befvze the thirde aa. | 


j 

; 

; 

£ 

1 

l 

1 
irſte the muſicke of flutes to d Which 

42 in — the ſtage a company of player all cladin | f 

blacke betokening death and ſoꝛowe to enſue vpon the ill ads | f 

— of bzetherne, as E 

228 bother. Ab A 

about the ſtage, they de: Þ 

I 


the murderer af Ferter 
ter the mournerg had paſſed 
: menue 


Actus | 


XUMN 
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Altns tertius. Scena prima. 
Gorboduc. Eubulus. Aroſtus. Philander. Nuntius. 


Ca O cruel fates, O mindtul wꝛath of Boddes, 
whole vengeance neither Simois ſtayned ſtreames 

Flowing with bloud of Troian pꝛinces ſlaine, 

No Phrygian fieldes made ranck with cozpſes dead 

Of Aſian kynges and lozdes,can pet appeale, 

Neſlaughter of vnhappie Pryams race, 

Noz 11ions fall made lcuell with the ſoile. 

Can pet ſuffice:but ſtill continued rage 

Purſucs our lynes, and from the fartheſt ſeas 

Poth chaſe the iſſues of deſtroyed Troye. 

„Oh no man happie, till his ende be ſcene, 

It any flowing wealth and ſeemyng ioye 

In preſent peres might make a happy wight, 

Bappie was Hecuba the wofulleſt wietch 

That euer ſyned to make a my2rour of, 

And happie Pryam with his noble ſonnes. 

And happie J, till nowe alas J ſee 

And feele my moſt vnhappye wꝛetchedneſſe. 

Beholde my loꝛdes, read pe this letter here, 

Loe it conteins the ruine of our realine, 

I timelie ſpeede pꝛouide not haſtic helpe. 

yet ( O ye Boddes) it euer wofuli kyng 

Might moue pe kings ot kinges, wꝛeke it on me 

And on my ſonnes, not on this giitlefſe reahne. = 

Send down pour waſting flames fro wꝛathful ſkics, 

To reue me and my ſonnes the hatefull bꝛeath. 

Read, read my loꝛdes: this is the matter why 

I called ye nowe to haue pour good adupſe. 


D. iiii. C The 


Int 
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Oz Porrex not couteut, aſpires to moze 


¶ Theletterfrom Dordan the Coun⸗ 
ſellour of the elder pꝛince. 


Eubulus readeth the letter. 


MI ſoneraiguc loꝛd, what J am loth to waite, 
But lotheſt am to ſce, that J am foꝛced 
By letters nowe to make pou vnderſtande, 
Mp 1ozd Ferrex your eideſt ſonne miſiedde 
» — ot — — ws wittcs, 
ct your ponger ſonne, 
Ne can my — — hatt 
And furpous panges of hys enflained head. 
Acer dim eo pe he greet Fromeded 1 
rmecs him to great pꝛeten zon 
_ ciupH — vpon his —— like. 1 
p2cſent helpe do not reſtraine this rage, 
This flame will waſt your — — pon. 
our maieſties faithfull and moſt 
ſubicct Dozdan. 


Great is the matter, and a wotull caſe. (plain. 

But tiincly knowledge may bꝛing timeip helpe. 

Sende fo2 them both vnto pour preſence here. 

The reuerence ot pour honourage, and ſtate, 

. — ——— awe — fathers name. 
quicklie knit agayne this bzoken peace. 

And it in either of my lozdes pour fonnes, 

Be ſuche vntamed and mg p! 

As will not bende vnto pour heſtes: 

If Ferrex the elder ſonne tan beare no peere, 


Abeſlus. O king, appeaſe pour gricfc and ftay pom 


BS» HW HHS 


SCID): mm, r. 


Than vou him gane abone his natiue right: 
— theneſte fide-ſo al force 
Them to agree, and holde the lande tn flap. - 
tub. what meaneth this? Loe ponder comes in halt 
Philander from mp lod pour ponger ſonne. 


Gorb. The Boddes ſende topfull newes, 


Phil. The mi Tone 
pꝛeſerue pour mateſtic, O noble kt 


Gorb, Philander, welcome:but how doth my ſonne: 


Phil. Pour ſonne, ſir, lyues.,and healthie J hum left. 
But yet(O king) the want of luſtfull health 

Could not be halfe ſo griefefull to pour grace, 
4sthcle moſt wzetched tidynges that J bzyng. 


Gorb. O heauens, pet moze?not ende of woes to me? 


Phil, Tyndar, O king, came lately from the court 
Of Ferrex,to my loꝛd pour pongerſonne, 

And made repoꝛte of great pꝛepared ſtoꝛe 

Fox warre, and ſayth that it is wholly ment 

pnlt Porrex, fo high dildapne that he 


Vherfoꝛe lithe there no moꝛe I can be hearde 
come nes ene our grace, 
And to beleche you. as pou loue the life 
And ſatetie ofyour childꝛen and your realme. 
Now to employ pour wildome and pour fozce 
To ſtay this miſchiefe ere it be to late. 


Gorb. Arte they in armes? would he not ſende to me! 
Is this the honour of a fathers name? 

In vaine we trauaile to e their mindes. 

As if their hartes, whome neither bzothers louc, 
Hon fathers awe, noꝛ kingdomes cares, can moue, 
Our counſels could withdꝛaw from raging heat. 
Ioue flap thein both, and cnd the curſed line. 

Foꝛ though fearc of ſuch mightie fozce 
As I my lozdcs, ioyned with your noble aides, 
ape yet raile;ſhall repꝛeſſe their pzeſcut heate, 
The ſecret ge and malice will remapne, 
Thefi t quenched, but kept in cloſe reſtraint. 
Fedde ſtill within, bꝛeakes fth with double flaine, 
Their death and myne muſt peaze the angrie Gods 


Phil. yelde not, O king, ſo much to weake diſpeire. 
Pour ſonnes pet lyue, and long J truſt, they ſhall, 
If fates had taken you from car — 
Befoꝛe beginning of this ciupll ſtrife: 
oranges pour ſounes in therr ynmaiſtcred ponth, 
Looſe from regarde of any lyuing wight, 
would runne on headlong, with vnbꝛidled race, 
To their ovwne death and rume ofthis realme. 
But lith the Gods, that haue the care for kinges, 
Ofthinges and times diſpoſe the oꝛder ſo. 
That in pour life this kindled flame bꝛeakes forth, 
while pet your lyfe, your wildome, and pour power. 
Bay ſtay the growing miſchiele, and repꝛeſſe 
The ſierie blaze of their inkindled heate: 
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It ſeemes, and ſo pe onght to deeme thereof, 

That louyng loue hath tempꝛed ſo the time 

Of this debate to happen in pour dayes, 

That pou pet 1 the ſame appeaze, 

And adde it to the glory of pour latter 

And they our ſonnes may to liue in peace. 
Beware (O king) the greateſt harine of all, 

Leſt by your wapletull plaints pour haſtened death 
yelde larger roume vnto their growing rage, 
Pꝛeſerue pour life, the oncly hope of ſtap. 

And if your highnes herein lift to vſe 

wildome 02 foꝛce, counſell oꝛ knightly aide: 

Lot we, our perſons, powers and lyues are pours, 
ale vs tyll death, O king, we are your owne. 


ub. Loc here the perill that was erſt ſoꝛeſent, 
when you, (O king) did firſt deuide pour lande. 

Ind pelde pour preſent reigne vnto pour ſonnes, 
But now (O noble pꝛince) now is no time 

To waile and plaine. and waſt pour wofull life, 
Now is the time foꝛ pꝛeſent good aduiſe. 

goꝛow doth darke the iudgement ot the wytte. 
„The hart vnbꝛoken and the courage free 

„From feble faintneſſr of booteleſſe delpeite, 
„Dotz either ryſe to ſafctie oꝛ renowme 

„By noble valure of vunanquiſht minde, 

„Oz pet doth periſhe in moꝛe happy ſoꝛt. 

Jour grace may lend to either of pour ſonnes 

Some one both wiſe and noble perſonage, 

which with good counſell and with weightie name, 
Ol father, ſhall preſent before their eyes 

Jour heſt, your life, pour ſaferic and their owne, 

The pꝛeſent miſchieke of their deadly ſtrife. 

And in the while,aſſemble you the force | 
which your _ — . 


|ffap 


The error of your might power 


The rage ofboth,oz pet of one at leſt, 
Nun. O the greateſt that cuer pꝛince 
Tharener weder tell. — 


That ener wꝛetched lande hath ſene befoꝛe. 

I bzyng to pou. Porrex pour ponger ſonne 
with ſoden force. inuaded bath the lande 

That you to Ferrex did allotte to rule, 

And with his owne moſt bloudy hand be hath 


Dis bother ſlaine, and doth poſſeſſe his realme. 


Gorb. O heanens ſcnd down the flames of pour re- 
Deſtroy I ſay with flaſh of wꝛekefull fier (uengt, 
Thetraicour ſonne,and then the wꝛetched ſirc, 

But let vs go, that pet perhappes J may 

Die with reuenge,and peaze the hatetull gods. 


Chor, The Inſt ofkingdome knowes no ſacred faith, 

No rule of rraſon, uo —— of right, 

No kindely fone,nofrarc of heauens wꝛath: 

But with conteinpt of Goddes, and mans deſpite, 
blodie doth pꝛepare the waies 

To ſcepter and accurſed reigne., 

The ſonne ſo lothes the fathers lingering daies, 

Ne dꝛeades his hand in bzothers blode to ſtainc. 

O wetched pꝛince.ne doeſt thou pet recoꝛde 

— — freſh murthers done within the lande 

forefathers, when the crucil ſwoꝛde 


Sar ank life with coſpns hand? 


whole murdcrous erous and 2 giltleſſe blood 
ſtill before the heauens face, 


curſed bꝛood 
— miſchietes on the 200 1 


2 
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The wicked childe thus bzinges to wofull ſire 

The mournefull plaintes,to waſt his very life. 

Thus do the flames of ciuyll fier 

» | Deſtroy the — — ſtrife, 
Andhence doth ſpꝛing the well from which doth flow 

The dead black ſtreames of mourning, plaints + woe. 


C The o2der and ſignification 


of the domme ſhew befoze the fourth ag, 


C Firſt the muſick of Howboies begã to plaie, during which 


there came from vnder the ſtage, as though out of hell tet 
furtes. Jlecto, Megera, and Cteſiphone, clad in black gar⸗ 
mentes ſpꝛinkled with bloud and flaines, their bodies girt 
with fnakes, their heds ſpꝛed with ſerpentes in ſte2d 'of 
heare, the one bearing in her hand a Snake, the other a 
Whip. and the third a burning Firebzand: ech dꝛiuing befoze 
them a king and a queene, Which moued by furics vnnatu⸗ 
rally had flaine their owne chudꝛen. The names of the kings 
and queeneg were theſe. Tantalus, Medea, Ithamas, Ino, 
Cambiſes, Althea, after that the furies and theſe had paſ- 
ſed about the ftagethziſe , they departed and than the mu⸗ 
ſicke ceaſed: hereby was ſignified the vnnaturall murders to 
foliow, that is to ſay. Pozrex ſlame by his owne mother. nd 
of king Gozboduc and qucene Aiden, Killed by their owns 
ſubiectes. 


Atltus quartus. Scena prima. 


Viden ſola. 


od Vu. why ſhould J lyue, and linger foꝛth my time 


In longer life to double my diſtreſſc: 


O me molt wotull wight, whom no miſhappe 
E. ij. Long 


Aong ere this day could haue berened hence. 

Mought not thelc handes by foꝛtune, oꝛ by fate, 

Dane perſt this hꝛeſt, and life with iron ret: 

Oꝛ in this here, where J ſo long 

Daue (ſpent my daics,could not that happie houre 

Once, once haue hapt in which theſc hugie frames 

with death by fall might haue oppꝛeſſed me? 

O ſhould not this moſt hard and cruell ſoile, 

So oft where J haue pꝛeſt my wꝛetched ſteps, 

Sometime had ruthe of myne accurſed lite, 

To rende in twapne ſwallow me therm: 

So had my bones poſſeſſed now in peace 

Their happie grauc within the cloſed grounde, 

And greadie woꝛmes had gnawen this pyned hart 

without my feeling payne:ſo ſhould not now 

This lyuing bꝛeſt re;nayne the ruthefull tombc, 

_— mp? — dcath is —— — 
oꝛ duery thou panges of pin 

My dolefull minde had not — — 

O iny beloued ſonne: O my ſwete childe, 

My deare Ferrer, inp ioye, my lyues delyght. 

— my —— ſonne, is my — os 

y deare Ferrex,my iope, my tpnes delight. 

Murdered with cruell death ? O hatefull wꝛetch, 

O heynous traitour both to heauen and earth. 

Thou Porrex, thou this damned dede haſt wꝛought, 

Thou Porrex, thou ſhalt dearcly bye the ſame. 

Traitour to kinne and kinde, to ſire and me 

To thme owne fleſhe, and traitour to thy ſeltr. 

The Gods on thee in hell ſhall wzeke their wꝛath, 

And here in carth this (hall take , 

Onthee Porrex, thou falſe and caitife wight, 

If alter bloud, ſo eigre were thy thirſt, 

And murderous minde had ſo — thee, 

It ſuch hard hart of rocke and fint 


Liucd 


Lined in thy beſt, that nothing els could like 
Thy cruel tyzantes thought but death and bloud: 
wilde ſauage beaſts, mought not their flaughter ſcrue 
To fede thy gredie will, and in the middeſk 

Of their entrailes to ſtaine thy deadly handes 

with bloud deſerucd, and dzinke thercof thy fill? 

Oꝛ if nought els but death and bloud of man 

— pleaſe thy Inſt, could none in Bꝛittainc land, 
whoſe hart betoꝛme out of his panting beſt 

with thine owne hand, oꝛ woꝛke what death thou 
Suffice to make aſacrifice to peaze (wouldeſt, 
That deadly minde and murderous thought in thec: 
But he who in the ſelfe ſame wombe was wꝛapped, 
whert thou in diſmall hower recciuedſ life? 

Oꝛ if nedes, nedes, thy hand muſt laughter make. 
Moughteſt thou not haue reached a moꝛtall wound, 
Ind with thy ſwoꝛd haut pearſed this curſcd wombe, 
That the accurſed Porrex ought to light, 

And geuen me a iuſt reward therefoze? 

go Ferrex yet ſweete life mought haue enioped, 

And to his aged father comfort bzought, 

with ſome pong ſonne in whom — might line. 
But whcreunto waſte J this ruthfull ſpcche, 

To thee that haſt thy bzothcrs bloud thus ſhed? 

Shall I ſtill chinke that fro this wombe thou ſpzong? 
That I thce bare ? oꝛ take thee foz my ſonne? 0 
No traitour, no: I thee refuſe foꝛ mine, 

Murderer J thee renounce, thou art not mine. 

Kener, O wꝛetch, this wombe concciucd thee, 

Hon neuer bode J paintull thzowes for thee. 
Lhangcling to me thou art, and not my childe, 

No2 to no wight, that ſparke of pitic knew. 

' | Kuthclcfſe, vnkinde, monſter of natures worke, 

Thou neuer ſuckt the milke of womans bꝛeſt, 

| ——— 8": 


Dane 
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Dane nurſed thee, noꝛ pet —— blond 

Founde is thy hart, but of hard iron wꝛo 

And wude and deſert woods bzcdde thee to life, 

But canſt thou hope to ſcape my iuſt reuenge? 

Ort that theſe handes will not be wꝛooke on thee? 

Doeſt thou not know that Ferrex mother lines 
loued him more dearly than her ſelfe: 

And doth ſhe liuc, and is not venged on thee? 


Actus quartus. Scena ſecunda. 


Gorboduc. Aroſtus. Eubulus. Porrex. Marcella, 


Gch. we maruell much wherto this lingring ſtay 
Falles out ſo long: Porrex vnto our court 

By oꝛder of our letters is returned, 

And Eubulus reteaued from vs by heit 

At his arriuall here to geue him charge 

Betoꝛe our preſence ſtraight to make repatrre, 

And yet we haue no worde whereof he tapes. 


Aroſtus. Lo where he commes # Eubulus with him, 


Fubulus. According to pour highneſlc heft to me, 
Dere haut J Porrex bzought cucn in ſich ſoꝛt 

As from his weried hoꝛſe he did alight. 

Foꝛ that pour grace did will ſuch haſt thercin. 


Gorboduc. —. like — pꝛaiſe ——_ will in pon, 
To woꝛke ing that to pour we gaue, 
Porrex, if we ſo farrc ſhould ſwarue from kinde, 
And from thoſe boundes which lawe ofnature ſcts, 
As thou haſt done by vile and wꝛetched derde, 

In crucll murder of thy bzothers life, 


Our pꝛeſent hand could ſtay no longer time, 
But aight — blade dioud ofthe 
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Ls iuſt of thy deteſted crime. 

No: we not offend the lawe of kinde, 
I now this ſwoꝛde of ours did ſlay thee here: 
Fo: thou haſt murdered him, whoſe hemous death 
— — 2 
p bloud againe 

— an en 3 
yet ſithens thou art our ch 2 
In this hard caſe what woꝛde 

Fo: thy defence, by vs hath not b 

we are content to ſtape our will foz 

which mice biddes vs preſently to worke, 
Ind geue thee leaue to vle thy ſpeche at full 
Jfought thou haue to lay foz thine excuſe. 


Porrex. Neither O king, J can o2 will denic 
But that this hand from Ferrex life hath reft: | 
which fact how much my dolefull hart doth waulc, 
Oh would it mought as full appcare to ſight 
As inward gricfe doth poure it f. to me. 
50 pet perhappes if cuer ruthefull hart 
— in teares within a manly bꝛeſt, 
Thꝛough N ——— of his bloudy fact, 
N euer g ik cuer wofull man 
Might moue regreite with ſozrowe of his fault, 
Ithinke the toꝛment of my mournefull caſe 
Knowen to pour grace, as J do feele the ſame, 
would foꝛce cuen wꝛath her ſelfe to pitie me. 
n, vut as the water troubled with the mudde 
— not the face which cls the eye ſhould ſee, 
— irefull minde with ſtirred thought, 
perfectly diſcerne my caulc. 
— this vnhappe, amongeſt ſo many heapes, 
I muſt content me with, moſt wꝛetched man, 
a mp ele Jul get my wor 1 | 
J. n 


XU 


In pining thoughtes of 
Since J may not ſhewe 
Such as it is, and as my b 


endures, 


which J eſteeme the miſerie 


Ot all 


foztume now can ſend, 


Not that J reſt in hope with — and trares 


To purchaſe life : foꝛ to the 


oddes J clepe 


Foꝛ true retoꝛde ofthis my faithfull ſpcche, 
Neuer this hart = haue the thoughtfull dꝛead 
at 


To die the death 


by pour graces dome 


By iſt deſert, ſhall be pꝛonounced to me: 

Not neuer (hall this tongue once ſpend the ſpeche 
Pardon to cranc, oꝛ ſecke by ſute to line, 

AF mcane not this, as though J were not tonchde 
With care of d2cadfull death, oꝛ that J helde 

Life in contempt: but that J know, the minde 


As in 


s to no dꝛead, although the fleſhe be fraile, 
my 
1 


t 
5 


t. I pelde the ſame ſo great 


e finde a feare to ſue 


Foꝛ grannt of life, 
Gorboduc. 
A woftil hart, Ferrex now lies in graue, 
Slaine by thy hand. 


Porrcx. 


In vainc, O wꝛetch, thou ſheweſt 


Yet this, O father, heare: 


And then J end. Your maicſtic well knowes, 
That when my bꝛother Ferrex and in ſeite 

By pour ownc heſt were ioyned in goꝛuernance 
Or this your graces realme of Bꝛutaine land, 
I neuer — noꝛ trauailled foꝛ the ſame, 

No by my | | 

But from pour highneſſe will alone it ſpzong, 
Ot pour moſt gracious goodneſſe bent to me. 
But how my bzothers hart cuen then repi 


with ſwollen diſdaime agaunſt mme egall rulc, 
Heing 


lfe, noꝛ by no frend J wꝛought. 


— 
— 


- — 
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— 1 realme, which by diſcent ſhould grow 
wholly to You, allotted — me? 
Euen in pour highneſſe court he now remaines, 
Ind with inp brother then in neareſt place, 
who can retoꝛde, what pzoofe thereof was ſhewde, 
4nd how my brothers enuious hart appearde. 
yet I that mdged it my part to ſecke 
Bis fauour and good will, and loth to make 
Your highneſſe know, the thing which ſhould haue 
Griefto pour grace. your offence to hun, (b 
Doping my earneſt ſute ſhould ſoone haue wonne 
A louing hart within a bothers bꝛeſt. 
wꝛought in that ſoꝛt that fot a pledge ofloue 
Ind faichtull hart, he gaue to me his hand. 
- | This made me thinke, that he had baniſht quite 
Ill rancour from his thought and bart to me 
Such hartie loue, as I did owe to him. 
But after once we left pour s court, 
Ind from your highneſſe preſence lined apart, 
This egall rule ſtill, til, did grudge him ſo 
That now thoſe enntous ſparkes which erſt lap raked 
In — — ot diſſembling bꝛeſt, 
kindled to farre within his hart diſdame, 
That longer could he not refraine from pꝛooft 
ot ſecrete practiſe to depꝛiue me life 
by poyſons force, and had bereft me ſo, 
mine owne ſeruant hired to this fact 
Ind moued by trouth with hate to woꝛke the ſame, 
in time had not bewꝛayed it vnto me. 
whan thus J ſawe the knot of loue vnknitte, 
u honeſt league and faithfull pꝛomiſe broke, 
The law of kinde and trouth thus rent intwaine, 
dis hart on miſchiete ſet, and in his beſt 
Blacke treaſon hid, then, then did J deſpeire | 
Chat euer time could winne him frend to me, 
| ; F. ij. Then 


Then ſaw I how he ſmiled with ſlaping knife 
wꝛapped vnder cloke, then ſaw J depe deceite 
Lurkcin his face and death pzepared foꝛ me: 
Euen nature moued me than to holde mp lite 
Moꝛe deare to me than his, and bad this hand, 
—U—ä —— IT I0S uber, 
And by his death mp life to be pꝛeſerued, 

To (hed his bloud, and ſeeke my lafetie ſo, 
And wiledome willed me without pzotract 
In ſpedie wiſe to put the ſame in vic. 

Thus haue J tolde the cauſe that moued ime 
To worke my bꝛothers death and ſo J peld 
My life, my death, to iudgement of pour grace. 


Gorb. Oh cruell wight,ſhould any cauſc pꝛeuaile 
1— bꝛothers bloud? 


Accurſed childe. what cruell dcſtenie, 

what froward fate hath ſoꝛted vs this chaunce, 
That euen in thoſe where we ſhould comfort find, 
where our delight now in our aged dapes 

Sould reſt and be,enen there ont oncly griefe 

And depeſt ſoꝛrowes to abzidge our life, 

Moſt pyning cares and deadly thoughts do grow? 


Aros. Your grace ſhould now in theſe graue peres i 

Dane found cre this p puce of moꝛtall iopes, (pours 

Dow ſhort they be, how fading here in carth, 

Dow full of chaunge, how bnittle our eſtate, 

Of ſure, ſaue onely of the death, 

To whom both man and all the woꝛld doth owe 

Their end at laſt, neither I 
| 1 
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In other lot 0 


Then as the un hand whoſe iroke nes 
The armed bꝛeſt where foꝛce doth light in vaine. 


Gorbod. Many can pelde right ſage and graue aduiſe 
Ot pacient ſpite to s wꝛapped in woe, 

And can in ſpeche both rule and conquere kinde, 

who if by pꝛoofe they might feele natures foꝛce. 
would ſhew them ſelnes men as they art in dede, 
which now wil nedes be gods. But what doth meane 
The ſoʒy chere of her that here doth come: 


Marcella. Oh where is ruth: oꝛ where is pitie now: 
whether is e hart and mercy fled? 

Are they exiled out ol our tony bꝛeſtes. 

Neucr to make returne ? is all the woꝛld 
Dꝛowued in bloud, and ſoncke in crueltie: 

It not in women mercy map be found, 

It not (alas) within the mothers beſt, 

To her owne childe, to her owne fleſhe and blond, 
It ruthe be baniſhed thence, if pitie there 

Map haue no place, if there no gentle hart 

Do ſiue and dwell, where ſhould we lecke it then? 


Gorb. Madame (alas) what meancs pour woful tale: 


Marcella. O ſillie woman J, why to this houre 
Daue kinde and foꝛtune thus deferred my bꝛeath, 
That I ſhould line to ſee this dolefull dap: 

will euer wight beleue that ſuch hard hart 

Ear er vne hands per onto 

wit ne onuc2 
But out (alas) theſe eyes behelde the ſame, 


Whilt 
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ile lumbꝛing on his careful bed he reftes 
6—— memory 


Gorboduc. O Eubulus, oh dꝛaw this ſwoꝛd of ours, 
And pearce this hart with ſpeed, O hatefull light, 

O lotbſometite, O ſwecte and welcome death. 
Deare Eubulus woꝛke this we thee beſech. 


Eubulus. Pacient your grace, perhappes he liueth pet. 
with wound receaued, but not of certame death, 


Gorboduc. O {ct vs then repayꝛe vnto the place, 
And ſce it Porrex liue, oꝛ thus be ſlainc. 


Marcella. Alas he liucth not, it is to true, 
That with theſe eyes of hun a pereleſſe pꝛinte, 
Sonne to a king, and in the flower of pouth, 
Euen with a twinke a ſenlcleſſe ſtocke J (aw, 


Aroſtus. O damned deede. 


Marcella. But heare hys ruthefull end. 
The noble wrerchevt with thc ſodeme wound, 
Out ofhis w d lumber haſtcly ſtart, 


wWhoſe ſtrength now fapling ſtraight he ouerthꝛew. 
when in the fall his eyes cuen new vncloſed 
Behelde the Qucene, and cryed to her fot helpc. 
xoc then, alas, the ladies which that time 
Did therc attend. ſeing that heynous deede, 
And hearing him oft call the wꝛetched name 
Ok mother, and to crpe to her toꝛ aide, 
whole diretull hand gaue him the moꝛtall wound, 
. — (alas) foꝛ nought eis could we do) 

Sar end, ranne to the wotull bedde, 
Duſpoyled ſtraight his breſk, and all we might 

d in vaine with napkins next at hand, 

2 deine ſtreames of bloud that finſhed faſt 


Cutof wound, O a locke, 
the gaping | what Dube 


* 
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O what aruthefull ſtcdfaſt eye me 
de firt pon yy face, which to n — 

will neuer part fro me, when with a bꝛaide 

A deepe fet ſigh he gaue, and therewithall 
Claſping his handes, to heauen he caſt his ſight, 
And hr pale death preſſing within his face 
The flying ghoſt his moꝛtall coꝛpes foꝛſooke. 


Aroſtus. Ncuer did age bzing foꝛth ſo vile a fact. 


Marcella. O hard and cruell happe, that thus aſſigned 
Unto ſo worthy a wight ſo wꝛetched end: 
But moſt hard cruell hart, that could conſent 
To lend the hate full deſtenics that hand, 
By which, alas, ſo heynous crime was wꝛought. 
O Queene of adamant, O mar ble beſt, 
Ik not the fauonr of his comelp face, 
If not his pꝛincely chere and countenance, 
Dis valiant actiuc armes, his manly bꝛoſt, 
It not his faire and ſeemeiy perſonage, 
Dis noble limmes in ſuch pꝛopoꝛtion caſt 
4s would haue wꝛapt aſillic womans thought, 
It this mought not haue moued thy bloudy hart. 
And that moſt cruell hand the wꝛetched weapon 
Euen to let fall, and kiſte him in the face, 
with teares foꝛ ruthe to reaue ſuch one by death: 
Should naturt pet conſent to lap her ſonne? 
O mother, thou to murder thus thy childe: 
Euen loue with iuſtice muſt with lightning flames 
Fro heautn ſend downe ſome ſt reucnge on thee, 
Ah noble pzmce, how oft haue J behelde 
Thee mounted on thy fierce and traumpling ſtede, 
1 armour bꝛight before the tilt. 
with thy nuſtreſle eue tied on thy helme, 
charge thy ſtaffe to picaſc thy ladies eye, 
vor: 1 


bowed the head pcece of thy frendl h 
0 


How oft in armes on hozle to bend the mace? 
Dow oft in armes on foote to breake th lwoꝛde 
which neuer now thele eyes may ſee againe. 


Aroſtus, Madame, alas, in vaine theſe plaints are ſhed, 
Kather with me depart, and helpc to 

The thoughtfull griefes that in the aged king 

Muſt necdes by nature growe, by — ofthis 

Dis onely ſonne, — he did holde ſo deare. 


3 


Marcella. What wight is that which ſaw p N did ſee, , 


And could refraine to waile with plaint and teares: 
Not J, alas, that hart is not in me. 

But let vs goe, foꝛ J am greued anew, 

To call to minde the wzetched fathers woe. 


a whan greedy inſt in ropall ſeate to rcigne 

Path reft all care of Boddes and ekt of men, 

And crucll hart, wꝛath, treaſon, and diſoaine 

within ambicious b2eſt are lodged, then 

Beholde how miſchrefe wide her ſcife diſplayes, 

And with the brothers hand the bzother llapes. 

20008 — — — — the heauens face, 
rying to Ioue ce deede, 

The mightie God euen moueth from his place, 

wad wꝛath to wꝛcke: then ſendes s before wit ſpede 

he dꝛeadfull furics, ot then 


ming 
with flames and , and with a bzand of fire. 
Theſe foz reuenge of wrerched marder done, 
Do make che mother kill her onely ſorne 
Blood aſketh blood, and death muſt death requite. 
Ioue by his iuſt and cuerlaſting doine 
Jully hath euer ſo requited it. 


The 
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¶ The oder and ſignification 
ol the donune ſhew befoze the fifth ac. 

(Firſt the dzommes & flaites,began ts ſound — 
ul e e —— 


| in ſucceſſion ofthe 
lo Yolmutins, who reduced the land to monarchie. 
Aclus quintus. Scena prima. 
Clotyn, Mandud. Gwenard. Fergus, Eubulus, 
Lot. Did euer age bring ſuch tirants harts? 
Co homo 
Jn 


on- 


Lontemning quite both law and 
Enen they hu fine thee foneratene E qucent. 


Mand. Shall this th eir traitoꝛous crime —— 
Euen pet they ccaſe not,caryed on with earn 
In their rebellious routes, to thicaten 
A new blond ſhed vnto the princes kinne 
To flap them all, and to vpꝛoote the race 
Both of the king and qucene, ſo are the moued 
With Porrex death, wherin they — rge 
a giltleſſe king without deſert at. 
traitoꝛouſip murdered hin 13 
And cke the queene. 


Gwena. Shall ſubiectes dare with foꝛce 
To worke reuen —— their pꝛinces fact: 
Admit the woꝛſt map, as ſure in this 

The deede was — qucene to flap her ſonne, 
Shall pet the ſubiect ſecke to take the ſwozde, 
Ariſe agapnſt his loꝛd, and lap his king? 

O wꝛetched ſtate, where thoſe rebellious hartes 
Are not rent ont cuen from their — = 
And with the bodp thzowen vnto the 

ag AA z terrour of the reſt, 


p I ge t to great 
is ſo greuuus crpme: e 
Bc ſed chermm fon it be oucth ſo. 


Eubulus. Ye all mp loꝛdes, J ſee, conſent in one 
And J as one conſent with pe in all. 

I holde it moze than neede with ſharpeſt law 

To punilh this tumultuous bloudy rage, 

Fo nothing mote may lake the common ſkate, 
— — of op — —— red2eſſe, 
wherby me omes of mightie power 
Aftcr great conqueſtes made, and flouiſhing 
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In 
Flr in than witneſſe in our ſelues. 
Ekefully with 7 


kinges 
yet ſubiectes — — arc bounde. 
But now my loꝛdes. beſme pe wade, 
O ſpend pour ſpeach what ſharpe — fall 
By iuſtice plague on theſe rebellious wi a 
v7 which in üg the rage af this vyroare = 

i 
Mought be repꝛeſſed, and theſe great tumults ceaſed, 
Euen pet the life of Brittayne land doth hang 
Jn traitours balaunce of vnegall weight. 
Thinke not my the death of Gorboduc, 
No yet Videnaes bloud will ceaſe their rage: 
Eucn our owne lyues, our wines and childzen deare, 
Our countrey deareſt of all, in daunger ſtandes, 
Now to be ſpoiled, now, now made deſolate, 
And by our (clues aconqueſt to enſue. 
Foz geue once ſwep vnto the peoples luſtes, 
To ruſh foꝛth on, and ſtay them not in tune, 
And as the ſtreame that rowleth downe the hyll, 
50 will they — — with raging thoughtes 
From bloud to bloud, from miſchicfe vnto in9e, 
To tuime ot the realme, them ſelues and all, 
So giddy are the common peoples mindes 
So glad of chaunge, moꝛe waucring than the ſca. 
ye ſee mp loꝛdes) what ſtrength theſe rebelles haue, 
what hugie nombꝛe is aſſembled ſtill, 
Fo: though the traiterous fact, foꝛ which they roſc 
Be wꝛought and done, pet lodge they ill in ficld 
So that how farre their furies pet will ſtretch | 
Great cauſe we haue to dꝛeade. That we may ſeeke 
By pꝛeſent battaile to repꝛeſſe their power, 

GB. ij. Speede 


poſteritie. 

This ſhall. I thinke, ſcatter the grrateſt part, 
That now are holden with deſire of home, 
weried in ficld with cold of winters nightes, 
And ſome(no doubt) ſtriken with dꝛead o law. 
whan this is — — ſhall make 
The captames to miſtruſt the multitude 
whoſe e biddes them to betray their heads, 
_— much ny —— — routes, 

n thinges of great an attemptes, 
Are neuer truſtie to the noble race. 
And while we trcate and ſtand on termes of grace, 
we ſhall both ſtay their furies rage the while, 
And eke gaine time, whoſe onely helpe ſufficerh 
withouten warre to vanquiſh rebelles power 
In the meane while, make pou in redynes 
Such band of hoꝛſemen as pe map prepare. 
Dorſemen(you know) are not the commons ſtrength, 
— the foxce and tote ot noble men, 

the vnchoſen and vnarmed ſoꝛt 

Of Ckilleſſe rebelles, whome none 8 
But nombꝛe makes to be of dꝛeadfull force, 
with ſodepne bzunt may ——— be oppꝛeſt. 
And if this gentle meane of p2offered grace, with 


Clotyn. Neither this caſe admittes 3 

And — it did, this ſpeach that hath ben 

— wel 3 the tale * would haue to 
Ulu 


with Eubulus do I conſent 
— that he hath ſapd: and if the ſame 
To you m loꝛdes, may ſeeme fox beſt aduiſe, 
J wiſh that it ſhould ſtreight be put in vie. 


Mandud, My loꝛdes than let vs preſently depart, 
And follow this that liketh vs ſo well. 


Fergus. Jfener time to gaine a kingdome here 
were offred man. now it is offred mee, 
The realinc is reft both ot their king and queene, 
The ofſpꝛing of the. pʒꝛimce is ſlaine and dead, 
No iſſuc now remaines, the heire vnknowcn, 
The pcople are in armes and mutynies, 
T —— nobics they are buſied how to ceaſe 

great rebellious tumultes and vproares, 
Ins ittavne land now deſert left alone 
Ampd theſe bzoples where to reſt, 
Offers her ſcife vnto that noble hart 
That will oz dare purſue to beare her crowne. 
Shall I that am the duke of Albanye 
Diſcended from that line of noble bloud, 
which hath ſo long floziſhed in woꝛthy fame, 
Of valiaunt hartes, ſuch as in noble b2eſtes 
Of right ſhould reſt aboue the the baſer ſozt, 


G. ij. Kckuſe 


Kefule to venture life to winne a crowne? 
whon ſhall I finde emnies that will withſtand 
My fact herein, if J attempt —— 

To ſeeke the ſaine now in thele times of zople? 
Theſe dukes power can hardly well appcaſe 
The people that already are in armes. 

But it perhappes my foꝛce be once in field. 

Js not my ſkrength in power aboue the beſt 
Ofall theie loꝛdes now left in Brittayneland? 
And though they ſhould match me with power of mk, 
yet doubttull is the chaunce of battailles iopued. 
If victoꝛs of the field we map depart, 

Ours is the ſcepter then of 15uittayne, 
If ſlapne amid the — * is body lye, 

inc enemies pet {h; — this, 

But that dyed geuing the noble charge 

To hazarde lite foꝛ conqueſt of a crowne. 
Foꝛthwith therefoze will J in poſt depart 

To Albanye, and raiſe in armour there 

All power J can:and here mp ſecret friendes, 
By ſccret pꝛactiſe ſhall ſollitite ill, 

To ſecke to wynne to me the peoples hartes. 


Actus quintus. Scena ſecundi. 


Eubulus. Clotyn. Mandud. Gwenard. Aroſtus. Nuntius. 


Eb. O Toue, how arc theſe peoples harts abulde! 


what blind fury,thus headlong carics them? 
That though ſo many bookes,ſo man rolles 
Of auncient time recoꝛde, what plagues 
Light on theſe rebelles ape, ſo oft 
Their cares haue heard aged s tell, 
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Lhe myndes, foꝛget — 
Re iect all truth and riſe againſt their 

A ruthetull caſe. that thoſe, whom duties es bond, 

whom grafted law by nature, truth, and faith. 

Bound to pꝛeſerue their countrey and their king, 
Boꝛne to defend their common wealth and punce, 
Euen they ſhould geue conſent thus to ſubucrt 
Thee Buttaine land, a from thy wombe ſhould ſpzung 
O natiue ſoue) thoſe, that will nerds — 

And rupne thee and cke them ſelues in 

Fot lo, when once the dukes had - grace 

Of pardon ſweete, the multitude miſſſedde 

By traitoꝛous fraude of their us hcades, 
One ſoꝛt that ſaw the 
Ot ſtubboꝛne ſtanding in rebellious warre, 
And knew the difference of pzinces power 
From headleſſe nombꝛe of tunuultnous rontes, 
whom common countreies carte, and pꝛʒiuate feare, 
Taught to repent the errour of their rage, 


Layde handes vpon the caines of their band, 


And bꝛought them bound the e dukes. 
And other ſoꝛt not truſting pet ſo well 

The truth of pardon,021 8 
Their awne offence than that conceine 
Such hope of pardon fox ſo fonle miſdede, 
Oꝛ foz that they their captaines could not yeld, 
who fcaring to he yelded fled before, 

Stale home by ſilence of the ſecretnight, 
The thirde ar" of 
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ſe theirraerous ln life, 
Thelcallby powerofb hoꝛſemen were opprett 
And with reuenging — me e tirld, 


that rebelles rrapt of their vmoares, 
— ene rv rn ng my 
But loe;where do appꝛoche the noble dukes, 
By whom theſe tumults haue ben thus appcaſde, 


Clotyn. I thinke the world will now at length beware 
And feare to put on armes agaynſt their pꝛinte. 


- Mand, Jfnot?thoſe trayterous hartes —— dare rebel, 
Sue lee ere eee ens 
The lofty trees clothed with the coꝛpſes dead 
That ſtrangled with the coꝛde do hang theron. 


Aroſtus. A iuſt rewarde, ſuch as all times befoꝛe 
Daue euer lotted to thoſe wietched folkes, 
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 tranaple perfotine ſome good effect, 
gentred mp life to bring theſe tydinges here, 
fergus the mightie duke of Albanye 
Js now in armes and lodgeth in the ficlde 
with twentie thouſand men, ether he bendes 
dis ſpedy marche. and mindes to innade the crowne, 
Dayly he gathereth ſtrength, and ſpꝛeads abꝛode 
Thar to this realme no certeine heire remaines, 
That yon land is left without a guide, 
That he the ſcepter ſeckes. faꝛ nothing els 
But to pꝛeſerue the people and the land. 
which now remaine as ſhip without a ſterne. 
Loc this is that which J haue here to ſay. 


Clovton. Is this his fapth 2 and ſhall he falſely thus 
Ibuſc the vauntage of vnhappic times? 

O wretched land, if his o — 

dis crueU and vntempꝛed wilfulneſſe, 

Bis deepe dilſenbling ſhewes of falſe pꝛetence. 
Should once attaine the crowne of Bꝛittaint land, 
Let vs my loꝛdes, with timelp force reſiſt 

Thc new attempt of this our common foe, 

is we would qyench the flames of common fire, 


Mand. Though we remaine without a certain pʒince, 
To weld the realme oꝛ guide the wandzing rule, 
yet now the common mother of vs all, 
Our natiue land, our countrey, that contemes 
Pur wines, childꝛen, kindzed,our (clues and all 
| be deare to man, 
Lries vnto vs to heipe our ſclues and her, 


¶ Let vs aduaunce our powers to repzclle 
- | This growing foc ofall our liberties, 


I Gwenard. YPealet vs ſo, my loꝛdes, with haſty 


And pe (O WW 
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£ — 2 — now wo ep of doubtleſſe heire, 
us leaue this guideleſſe realhme an open 
————— cena N 


Aroſtus. That pe (my lomes) do ſo agree in one 
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zongfully 
— — — 
To ſaue pour realme, and in this realme pour ſclues, 
From loꝛreine thzaldome of ſo pꝛoud a pʒince, 
Much do J , and J beſech the Boddes, 
with happy honour to requite it you. 
But (O mp loꝛdes) ſich now the wꝛath 
See e barer ee 
dy of our oueraigne lozde 
Kemaincs no moe, ſince the pong kinges be ſlaine, 
And of the title of diſcended crowne 
Uncertainly the diuerſe mindes do thinke 
une "learned ſore, and moze vncertainly 
— mo fancie and affection decme: 
ut vncertainly w umbing pude 
— hope —— — — partes 
oubrfull right and hopefull l reigne: 
when oute this noble ſernice is atchiened 
Foz Bꝛittaine land the mother of pe all, 
xohen once ponent 1 nr cobra 
The ann of this Albanian prince, 
thicatens thzaldoine to pour natiuc land, 
whenpe ſhall vanquiſhers returne from field, 
the pzincely ſtate an open pzay _ 


| Ththn ny ven) — 


— 2 — fiockes, 
Ser eee eee 
Might mone your nella — iarres wr e 


ou ſaue, and you, and yours in her ( 
fee At be ; 


Once to lay hand oz take vnto pour ſelues 
The crowne, by colour ofp:erended right, 
Oꝛ by what other meanes ſo euer it be 
Till firſt by common counſell ofyou alt 
Jn Parliament the regall diademe 
Be ſet in certaine place of gonernaunce, 
In which your Parliament and in pour choiſe, 
preferre the right (my loꝛdes) with reĩpect > 
Of ſtrength oꝛ krendes, oz what —— cauſe 
That map ſet foꝛward any others part. 
for right will laſt, and wrong can not endure, 
Right meane J his oz hers, vpon whole name 
The people reſt by meane of natiue line, 
92 by the vertue of ſome foꝛmer lawe, 
Uready made their title to aduaunce. 

Such one (m n U — let be pour choſen king, 
Such one ſo bozne within pour natiue land, 

I — nk in no wile adnutte 
Th v ine gouernance, 
Let with har ha youe to — — 
2 w herew no p2cpare 

3 to —— d the pzoude G 0 koe, 


9. 


ſame lowes ont alſa 
With that hare (np — reps) alſo 


ſuffer you againſt the rules ofkinde 
Four mother land co ſerue a logreine phtnce, 


Eubulus. Loe here the end af Brutus ropall line, 
And loe the entry to the wofull wiacke, 
And vtter ruine ofthis noble rralmc. 
The ropall king, and eke his ſonnes art ſlaine, 
No ruler reftes within the regall ſcare, 
The heirc, to whom the ſcepterlonges, vnknowen, 
That to eche toꝛte of foꝛrcint pꝛinces power, 
whom vauntage of our wꝛerched ſtate may mout 
By ſodeine arnies to gaine ſo riche a realme, 
And to the pꝛoud and gredie minde at home, 
whom blinded luſt to reigne leades to aſpire, 
Loe Bꝛittaine real me is left an open pꝛap, 
A phe ſpople by conqueſt to enſue. 
who ſeeth not now how many riſing mindes 
Do feede their thoughts, with hope to reach a realme! 
— who will not + + mace atteinpt to — 
o great a ope perſwades to haue: 
A ſunple colour ſhall foz title ſerue. : 
— nn — oo —— will want no right, 
oꝛ ſuch as diipiay ng dütent 
A lincall rate to pꝛoue him lawlull king. 
In the mcane while theſe cinil armes ſhall rage, 
And thus a thouſand miſchiefes ſhall vnfolde, 
And farre and neare ſpꝛead thee ( O Bꝛittaine land) 
All right and lawe ſhall caſe, — — that had 
Nothing to dap, to mozrowe eniope | 
Great of golde, and he that flowed in wealth, 
Loehe be bercft of life and all 
And happien he that then poſleſſeth leaſt, 


The ſhall ſuffer rape,the maides . 
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Thc townes ſhall be conſiuned and burnt with fire, 
The pcopled citics ſhall ware deſolate, 
And chou, O Buittaine, whilome in renowme, 
whilome in wealth and fame, ſhalt thus be toꝛne, 
Diſmembꝛed thus, and thus be rent in twaine, 
Thus waſted and defaced, ſpoyled and deſtroyed, 
Fhelec be the ſruites pour ciuil warres will bꝛing. 
Dcreto it conunes when kinges will not conſent 
To graue aduile, but followe wilſull will. 
This is the end, when in fonde pzinces hartes 
Flattery pꝛeuailes, and ſage rede hath no place. 
Theſe art the plages, when murder is the meane 
To make new heires vnto the royall crowne. 
Thus wꝛeke the Gods, when that the mothers wꝛath 
Nought but the bloud of her owne childe may wage. 
Theſe miſchictes ſpʒing when rebeils will ariſe, 
To wozke reuenge and their pꝛinces fact. 
This, this enſues, when no * . faile 1 
Ay, n 


tis 


No heirt 
As not all onel is the rightful heire, 
EEE 


— enemy —— — — dane bene holden; 


— r —— title — wee n - - wal 
And in the people plant obedience, 


warres,theſe 
fries pet muſt God in fine 
This noble crowne vnto the lawful 
Faz right will alwayes liue, and — 
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